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A note from the
publisher

We ȱ found ȱ Todd ȱ Friel’s ȱ sermon ȱ on ȱ killing
pornography ȱ to ȱbe ȱ inspiring ȱand ȱmotivating. ȱAfter
beingȱapproachedȱbyȱothersȱtoȱtranscribeȱandȱpublish
thisȱworkȱintoȱbookȱform,ȱweȱconsentedȱandȱweȱtrust
youȱwillȱbeȱblessed.ȱ

Because ȱ this ȱwas ȱa ȱpreached ȱmessage, ȱyou ȱwill
notice ȱ the ȱ content ȱ reads ȱa ȱbit ȱdifferently ȱ from ȱ an
intentionalȱwriting.ȱȱWeȱtriedȱtoȱeditȱlightlyȱforȱclarity
andȱreadabilityȱbutȱstillȱmaintainȱtheȱpreachedȱstyle.ȱ

We ȱwant ȱ to ȱ extend ȱgratitude ȱ to ȱBurning ȱBush
Communicationsȱforȱextendingȱkindȱpermissionȱand
coȬoperationȱinȱthisȱproject.ȱȱMayȱGodȱreceiveȱallȱthe
gloryȱandȱweȱprayȱmanyȱsoulsȱcanȱbeȱdeliveredȱfrom
thisȱsnareȱofȱtheȱdevil—theȱcurseȱofȱpornography.
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PRELUDE 

hereȱisȱnoȱdenyingȱthatȱtheȱfeministȱmovement
has ȱbeen ȱwildly ȱ successful ȱ at ȱ softening ȱmost

menȱinȱourȱmetroȬsexualizedȱsociety.ȱThatȱclaimȱcan
beȱsubstantiatedȱwithȱjustȱtwoȱwords:ȱOneȱDirection.

T
Even ȱChristian ȱmen ȱ are ȱ not ȱ exempt ȱ from ȱ the

pressure ȱ to ȱ use ȱ moisturizer ȱ and ȱ eye ȱ cream.
Unfortunately, ȱ the ȱ evangelical ȱ response ȱ to ȱ the
feminization ȱ of ȱAmerica ȱ hasn’t ȱ been ȱ anything ȱ to
cheerȱabout.

Rather ȱ than ȱ running ȱ to ȱ the ȱBible ȱ for ȱguidance,
ministries ȱ dedicated ȱ to ȱ getting ȱmen ȱ to ȱman ȱ up
encourageȱgrownȱmenȱtoȱshootȱwildȱanimals,ȱclimb
mountains, ȱ and ȱ go ȱwhitewater ȱ rafting. ȱThese ȱ are
perfectlyȱfineȱactivities,ȱbutȱtheyȱareȱhardlyȱtheȱstuff
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thatȱconstitutesȱBiblicalȱmanhood.ȱ
WhatȱdoesȱtheȱBibleȱsayȱmakesȱforȱaȱGodlyȱman?

Thereȱareȱmanyȱthings,ȱbutȱforȱthisȱdiscussion,ȱweȱare
going ȱ to ȱdefine ȱBiblical ȱmanhood ȱas ȱ the ȱability ȱ to
master ȱ our ȱ own ȱpassions ȱ so ȱwe ȱ can ȱ be ȱ the ȱ best
husband, ȱ the ȱbest ȱ father, ȱand ȱ the ȱbest ȱ follower ȱof
JesusȱChristȱpossible.ȱ

True ȱ manliness ȱ is ȱ doing ȱ the ȱ hard ȱ lifting ȱ of
examining ȱyourself ȱ to ȱ see ȱwhere ȱyou ȱmight ȱhave
some ȱ flaws, ȱsome ȱ foibles, ȱand ȱsome ȱ faults, ȱso ȱ that
they ȱ can ȱ be ȱ corrected ȱ and ȱ you ȱ can ȱ be ȱ a ȱ better
Christian,ȱhusbandȱandȱdaddy.ȱNowȱthoseȱareȱmanly
things. ȱ By ȱ reading ȱ this ȱ book ȱ that’s ȱ exactly ȱwhat
you’reȱendeavoringȱtoȱdo.

Wayȱtoȱgo,ȱSir.ȱYouȱareȱaȱmanȱwhoȱisȱstrivingȱto
please ȱ your ȱGod ȱ and ȱ endeavoring ȱ to ȱ be ȱ a ȱ better
followerȱofȱtheȱLordȱJesus.ȱ

Iȱdoȱnotȱpresentȱthisȱfromȱaȱloftyȱposition.ȱLustȱis
everyȱman’sȱbattle.ȱItȱisȱanȱissueȱthatȱeveryȱmanȱneeds
toȱmortifyȱandȱIȱapplaudȱyouȱforȱyourȱwillingnessȱto
doȱsomeȱheavyȱlifting.ȱ
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A Higher Calling 

here ȱare ȱ two ȱ titles ȱ for ȱ this ȱmessage. ȱThe ȱ first
title ȱis: ȱ“AȱHigher ȱCalling.” ȱThe ȱsecond ȱtitle ȱis

called:ȱ“TheȱMostȱUncomfortableȱ40ȱMinutesȱofȱYour
Life.”ȱThe ȱtitle ȱyou ȱpreferȱwillȱdepend ȱonȱhow ȱyou
respondȱtoȱaȱsermonȱfocusingȱonȱtheȱscourgeȱofȱthe
modernȱchurch:ȱInternetȱpornography.ȱ

T

You ȱmay ȱbe ȱ thinking ȱ that ȱdoesn’t ȱseem ȱ like ȱan
appropriateȱtopicȱtoȱdiscussȱinȱchurch.ȱIfȱthatȱisȱtrueȱI
would ȱ like ȱ to ȱ submit ȱ to ȱ you ȱ then, ȱ the ȱ Bible ȱ is
inappropriateȱbecauseȱtheȱBibleȱdoesȱindeedȱaddress
sex ȱand ȱmarriage ȱand ȱintimate ȱrelationships. ȱIf ȱyou
haveȱreadȱtheȱSongȱofȱSolomon,ȱyouȱknowȱitȱdoesȱso
inȱaȱratherȱunapologeticȱfashion.

Furthermore,ȱsexȱisȱgood.ȱItȱisȱGod’sȱintentionȱand
planȱforȱmanyȱgreatȱreasonsȱandȱtoȱtalkȱaboutȱsexual

|   9   |



Slaying the Lust Dragon

issuesȱasȱifȱit’sȱaȱshamefulȱthingȱreallyȱisȱtoȱsay,ȱ“Your
intentionȱandȱplanȱisn’tȱveryȱgood,ȱGod.”ȱ

The ȱfact ȱthat ȱyou ȱand ȱI ȱtend ȱto ȱblush ȱwhen ȱthe
subjectȱofȱsexȱisȱraisedȱisȱmoreȱofȱaȱtestimonyȱtoȱour
corruptȱnatureȱthanȱitȱisȱtoȱtheȱissueȱitself.ȱȱ

Can ȱyou ȱ imagine ȱ if ȱ I ȱbrought ȱup ȱ the ȱsubject ȱof
waxed ȱ beans; ȱ nobody ȱwould ȱwalk ȱ out ȱ of ȱ church
saying, ȱ“That ȱ is ȱ so ȱ inappropriate.” ȱSex, ȱ in ȱand ȱof
itself,ȱisȱnoȱmoreȱsinfulȱthanȱwaxedȱbeans.ȱȱ

Whyȱthenȱdoȱweȱblushȱwhenȱtheȱsubjectȱofȱsexȱis
addressed?ȱBecauseȱweȱhaveȱsoȱcorruptedȱitȱthatȱwe
tendȱtoȱthinkȱthatȱsexȱisȱdirtyȱinȱanyȱcontext.ȱȱ

Sexȱisȱnotȱdirty;ȱitȱisȱwhatȱweȱdoȱtoȱitȱthatȱmakesȱit
dirty. ȱ Paul ȱ does ȱ not ȱ hesitate ȱ to ȱ admonish ȱ us ȱ for
mishandling ȱGod’s ȱgood ȱgift. ȱAnd ȱwe ȱ should ȱnot
plugȱourȱearsȱbecauseȱourȱhearingȱisȱtaintedȱbyȱour
ownȱpresuppositionsȱaboutȱintimacy.

Finally,ȱtoȱnotȱaddressȱthisȱawkwardȱtopicȱwould
be ȱa ȱdisservice ȱ to ȱ the ȱmillions ȱof ȱmen ȱand ȱwomen
who ȱare ȱaffected ȱby ȱthe ȱ issue ȱof ȱpornography. ȱNot
only ȱdoes ȱ this ȱsin ȱaffect ȱus ȱtemporarily, ȱ it ȱcan ȱalso
affectȱusȱeternally.

1ȱCorinthiansȱ6ȱtellsȱusȱthatȱthereȱisȱnoȱsinȱthat’sȱso
affectsȱtheȱbodyȱasȱsexualȱimmorality.ȱ1ȱCorinthiansȱ6
alsoȱsaysȱallȱfornicators;ȱallȱadulterersȱwillȱhaveȱtheir
partȱinȱaȱlakeȱofȱfire.ȱThatȱaloneȱshouldȱmotivateȱusȱto
pushȱpassȱtheȱawkwardnessȱandȱtackleȱanȱissueȱthat
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hasȱeternalȱconsequences.ȱ
1 ȱTimothy ȱ 1:10 ȱ says ȱ that ȱ fornicators ȱwill ȱhave

theirȱpartȱinȱaȱlakeȱofȱfire.ȱJamesȱ1:ȱ15ȱsaysȱthatȱsin,
whenȱitȱcomesȱtoȱitsȱfullestȱform,ȱleadsȱtoȱdeath.ȱThis
is ȱ not ȱ a ȱ peripheral ȱ issue, ȱ this ȱ is ȱ not ȱ a ȱ spiritual
discipline,ȱthisȱisȱaȱmatterȱofȱlifeȱandȱdeathȱandȱifȱyou
doȱnotȱkillȱpornographyȱinȱyourȱlife,ȱitȱwillȱkillȱyou.
Countȱonȱit.

A Big Problem

Howȱpervasiveȱis ȱtheȱsinȱof ȱpornography? ȱBrace
yourselfȱforȱtheseȱstatistics.ȱ

“FocusȱonȱTheȱFamily”ȱinvitedȱpastorsȱtoȱconfess,
“Haveȱyou,ȱwithinȱtheȱlastȱmonth,ȱintentionallyȱgone
toȱaȱpornographicȱsiteȱtoȱviewȱpornography?”ȱOver
30% ȱsaid ȱ“Yes.” ȱThose ȱare ȱthe ȱshepherds. ȱWhat ȱare
theȱsheepȱdoing?ȱ

According ȱ to ȱ Pure ȱ Life ȱ Ministries, ȱ 68% ȱ of
evangelicalȱmenȱadmitȱtoȱviewingȱpornographyȱonȱa
regular ȱbasis. ȱPure ȱLife ȱMinistries ȱdiscovered ȱ that
50%ȱofȱpastorsȱregularlyȱviewȱporn.

Thisȱisȱaȱhuge,ȱhugeȱproblem.ȱPornographyȱisȱthe
seventh ȱ largest ȱ industry ȱ in ȱour ȱ country. ȱWe ȱmust
addressȱit,ȱasȱuncomfortableȱasȱitȱmightȱbe.ȱ
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